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Aim 

The students will be thoroughly acquainted with explanatory theories of autism and the techniques of scientific 

research in the field of autism spectrum disorder. 

Learning outcomes 

The student will be able to critically evaluate the validity of randomized control research and meta-analyses in the 

field of autism, to independently design, plan and carry out research projects related to autism, to select appropriate 

statistical methods and to interpret research results in an objective and critical way. The student will be able to 

apply the highest standards of the ethics in research including vulnerable groups.  

Course contents 

Lectures 

Psychometric properties of diagnostic instruments for autism spectrum disorder. Behavioural model of autism. 

Bio-psycho-social model of autism. Cognitive theories of autism. Facial recognition. Epidemiological studies of 

autism. Evidence-based psychosocial interventions. Ethical considerations of autism treatment. Specific work 

programmes with adults and elderly people with autism. Quality of life in autism spectrum disorder. Co-morbid 

psychiatric conditions. Self-injury. Effective strategies to promote collaboration with parents. Effective strategies 

in training professionals to work with people on autism spectrum. Action research in autism spectrum disorder.  

Practical exercises ‒ Study research  

Epidemiological study, case study, action research, experimental and quasi experimental study and (or) preparation 

of the review article in the field of autism spectrum disorder.  
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Total number of active teaching classes: 13  

Lectures: 3    Study research: 10 

Teaching methods 

Lectures, demonstrations, consultations  

Evaluation of knowledge (maximum score 100) 

Pre-exam obligations points  Final exam points 

research project 10 written exam  

term paper  20 oral exam 50 

midterm 20   

 


